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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1495

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Educati on (originally sponsor ed by
Representatives MCoy, Roach, Si npson, P. Sul I'i van, McDernot t ,
Santos, Appleton, Darneille, WIIlians, Hunt, Haigh, Chase, Sells,
Conway, Kenney, Kagi, Moeller, Onsby and Bl ake)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 07/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to teaching Washington's tribal history, culture,
and governnent in the common school s; anmendi ng RCW 28A. 230. 090; addi ng
a new section to chapter 28A. 345 RCW adding a new section to chapter
28A. 320 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. It is the intent of the legislature to
pronmote the full success of the centennial accord, which was signed by
state and tribal governnment |eaders in 1989. As those |eaders declared
in the subsequent mllennial accord in 1999, this wll require
"educating the citizens of our state, particularly the youth who are
our future |eaders, about tribal history, culture, treaty rights,
contenporary tribal and state governnent institutions and rel ations and
the contribution of Indian nations to the state of Washington." The
| egi sl ature recogni zes that this goal has yet to be achieved in nost of
our state's schools and districts. As a result, Indian students may
not find the school curriculum especially Wshington state history
curriculum relevant to their lives or experiences. In addition, many
students may remain uninfornmed about the experiences, contributions,
and perspectives of their tribal neighbors, fellow citizens, and
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classmates. The legislature further finds that the lack of accurate
and conplete curricula may contribute to the persistent achi evenent gap
bet ween I ndian and ot her students. The legislature finds there is a
need to establish collaborative governnent-to-governnent relationships
bet ween elected school boards and tribal councils to create |ocal
and/or regional curricula about tribal history and culture, and to
pronote di al ogue and cultural exchanges that can help tribal |eaders
and school |eaders inplenent strategies to close the achievenent gap.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 345
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Beginning in 2006, and at |east once annually through 2010, the
Washi ngton state school directors' association is encouraged to
schedul e regional neetings and invite the respective tribal councils
from the region for the purpose of establishing governnent-to-
governnment relationships and dialogue between tribal councils and
school district boards of directors. Such neetings should be for the
primary purposes of:

(a) Facilitating the devel opnent and inplenentation of |ocal and/or
regional curricular materials to teach the information regarding the
hi story, culture, and governnent of Washington's Indian tribes; and

(b) Pronoting collaboration in strategies to close the achi evenent
gap.

(2) By Decenber 1, 2007, and every two years thereafter through
2011, the school directors' association shall report to the education
commttees of the legislature regarding the progress nmade in the
devel opnent and inplenentation of tribal history, culture, and
governnent curricular materials, including any obstacles encountered,
and the potential for the curricula to contribute to efforts to cl ose
t he achi evenent gap. The report also is encouraged to include feedback
from students, teachers, and parents.

Sec. 3. RCW 28A.230.090 and 2004 ¢ 19 s 103 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The state board of education shall establish high school
graduation requirenents or equival encies for students.

(a) Any course in Washington state history and governnent used to
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fulfill high school graduation requirenments ((+s—encouraged+te)) shal

include information on the culture, history, and governnent of the
Anerican I ndi an peoples who were the first inhabitants of the state.

(b) The certificate of academ c achi evenent requirenents under RCW
28A.655.061 or the certificate of individual achievenent requirenents
under RCW 28A. 155.045 are required for graduation from a public high
school but are not the only requirenents for graduation.

(c) Any decision on whether a student has net the state board's
hi gh school graduation requirenents for a high school and beyond pl an
shall remain at the | ocal |evel

(2) In recognition of the statutory authority of the state board of
education to establish and enforce mninmum high school graduation
requi renents, the state board shall periodically reevaluate the
graduation requirenments and shall report such findings to the
legislature in a tinely manner as determ ned by the state board.

(3) Pursuant to any requirenment for instruction in |anguages other
than English established by the state board of education or a | ocal
school district, or both, for purposes of high school graduation,
students who receive instruction in Anerican sign |anguage or one or
nore Anerican Indian | anguages shall be considered to have satisfied
the state or local school district graduation requirenent for
instruction in one or nore | anguages ot her than English.

(4) If requested by the student and his or her famly, a student
who has conpleted high school courses before attending high school
shal |l be given high school credit which shall be applied to fulfilling
hi gh school graduation requirenents if:

(a) The course was taken with high school students, if the academ c
| evel of the course exceeds the requirenments for seventh and eighth
grade cl asses, and the student has successfully passed by conpleting
the same course requirements and exam nations as the high school
students enrolled in the class; or

(b) The academ c | evel of the course exceeds the requirenents for
seventh and ei ghth grade classes and the course would qualify for high
school credit, because the course is simlar or equivalent to a course
offered at a high school in the district as determ ned by the schoo
district board of directors.

(5) Students who have taken and successfully conpl eted high school
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courses under the circunstances in subsection (4) of this section shal
not be required to take an additional conpetency exam nation or perform
any ot her additional assignnment to receive credit.

(6) At the college or wuniversity level, five quarter or three
senester hours equals one high school credit.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 320
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Each school district board of directors is encouraged to
incorporate into its history and social studies curricula for each
grade in which the district offers instruction on Washi ngton state or
United States history, information about the history, culture, and
governnment of one or nore federally recognized Indian tribes whose
reservation lands or traditional lands and territories are within the
state of Washington. A school district is encouraged to include inits
curriculum information about the history, culture, and governnent of
any tribe whose reservation lands, in whole or in part, are within the
boundaries of the school district.

(2) The program of Indian education within the office of the
superintendent of public instruction is encouraged to assist school
districts in determining the location of tribal reservations and
traditional lands and territories.

(3) A school district is encouraged to make a good faith effort to
coll aborate with all Indian tribes whose reservation in whole or in
part lies wthin the boundaries of the school district in order to
develop and use the curricular materials for teaching about the
hi story, culture, and governnment of the tribe or tribes. Schools also
are encouraged to facilitate opportunities for cultural exchanges wth
the tribes.

~-- END ---
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